30-Year Trends in Distributions of Water and
Migratory Shorebirds in the Intermountain West

i D A S —
e s by s St TR A e A P P W e s
R w0 P % BT T [ —— s . —

. - T e Th iy it & T, % -3 Soate . . ' T ' € - - > 5 ¢ —
SO oo N anra 2, e o D S : 2 2 33 A 3 -
- - > < » . * B + ) ) .
~ 5 . . - -

ol AI:
g

e s i
N R g ‘\_ ATT KAl
: ALl I'\C

p

‘mreiter@pointblue.org

.) Point Blue /“*Audubon


mailto:bbarbaree@pointblue.org
mailto:mreiter@pointblue.org
mailto:max.malmquist@audubon.org
mailto:marcelle.schoop@audubon.org

Key Partners

U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

Point Blue

" Conservation
Science

SAGELAND

| COLLABORATIVE |

Audubon

oikonos [,

NEVADA
CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF

FISH &
WILDLIFE

Fish & Wildlife

WILDLIFE RESOURCES



Research Objectives

1. Comprehensively survey shorebird sites of
the Intermountain West (210+ sites)

2. Compare current distributions to surveys
from 30 years ago 1 (162 sites)

3. ldentify environmental- and human-related
factors driving shorebird distributions

BLACK-NECKED STILT

Figure 3. Distribution and abundance of the Black-necked Stilt at 38 key wetlands in
the Intermountain West in fall and spring from median counts, 1989-1995.

1Shuford WD, GW Page and LE Stenzel. 2002. Patterns of distribution and R

.‘ . abundance of migratory shorebirds in the Intermountain West of the /{)5?
United States. Western Birds. 33:134-174. .
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Interior US Pacific Flyway

« Sample wetland types: Saline
lakes, freshwater wetlands,
lakes/reservoirs, rivers, flooded ag

Methods:

2 surveys/year at over 160 sites

April 24-30 & August 9-22

« ~200 biologist and volunteer
participants each season
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Shorebird Survey Sites - Fall 2022
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August 2023 - Regional Network Complete

- ~180 sites surveyed in 11 states
including ~40 in Nevada

Survey season extended -
tropical storm impacts

Preliminary count of total

shorebirds >650,000
e >290k Great Salt Lake +
>250k Salton Sea
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