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INTRODUCTION

In March of 2007, the position of secretary of M®vada Bird Records
Committee (NBRC) changed hands. Former secretakyQachran stepped down and
this author took over the position. The commitidees this opportunity to thank Jack for
his considerable assistance in making the trans&gosmooth as possible.

The two years preceding the transition were onesgluvhich the committee was
largely inactive. However, the committee is oncaiagt full strength and aggressively
attempting to get caught up. We have now revieweaf ghe records that had been
received prior to the transition. Due to the inattiduring 2005 and 2006, very few
records were submitted to the committee duringeha® years. However, 2007 saw a
large number of record submissions for sightingder@uring those two preceding years
as well as many submissions for sightings durimgctivrent year. The total number of
submissions received in 2007 was 152.

While 152 submissions in one year is more tharettirees the highest number
received in any previous year, it must be addetrtust of those submissions come from
a very small number of birders. The committee fetlyehopes that a much larger
segment of the Nevada birding community will jamthe effort to increase the
knowledge of the occurrence and abundance of rateiausual birds in our state by
submitting their sighting records in the future.

Website. One significant change that has occurred sincéréimsition involves a
complete overhaul of the NBRC website. Great B&sid Observatory (GBBO) has
been of immense assistance in that effort. Spdwaks go to Dana Hartley, GBBO'’s
web administrator.

The address of our websitewswv.gbbo.org/nbrc. Visitors to that website will
find a statement of purpose of the NBRC, a link downloadable sighting submission
form, theNevada Sate Checklist, theNevada Review List, and a list of every record
submitted to the NBRC since its inception in 198léng with the status and, where
complete, disposition of those records. In the cgnyiear, we hope to add links to many
of the photographs submitted with those records.

What to Submit. There are two major categories of bird specieciwbhould be
documented and submitted to the NBRC for reviewe €lass involves any species
which does not currently appear on thidevada State Checklist, i.e., any bird which has
not yet been acceptably documented to have occwitbth the state. The other class is



any bird species whictioes appear on thblevada Review List (and is not noted as
exempt in the region in which the sighting occuryddhe concept of “regional
exemption” allows the committee to fine-tune theiew list so that a species which may
be expected in one area but which is rare in aheas of the state can be documented
and reviewed for those areas in which the spesiastiregularly expected. (For example,
a Greater RoadrunneBéococcyx californianus) in southern Nevada is not rare, and the
NBRC would not expect anyone to submit sightingthat species from the south. The
same species seen anywhere in the northern ptre state, however, would add to our
knowledge of distribution of that species in Neva8iach a sighting should be
documented and submitted to the committee for veyiPlease consult tidevada

Review List on our website for a definition of the three majggporting regions
(northeast, northwest, and south).

In addition, the committee is interested in reqevilocumentation of sightings
for subspecies or identifiable forms which are iarBlevada, even if other
subspecies/forms of the same species are expectiee state. An explanation of the
committee’s bylaws regarding subspecies submisssoeeplained below in the accepted
record for the Eurasian subspecies of Green-wiiged (Anas penelope)(2005-07). Any
questions as to whether or not a particular subsgtarm sighting should be submitted
to the committee should be directed to the segretaremail anbrc@gbbo.org.

How to Document Sightings. If you observe a bird which meets the criteriacdésd
above as a “reviewable” sighting, you are encouddgdill out and send in the
“Submission Form” available from our website. Tfaim will provide you with
considerable guidance as to the kinds of infornmatii@ committee considers important
for determining whether or not the sighting shdwddendorsed by the NBRC as a
verified record for the state of Nevada.

Written descriptions can be, and often are, swficfor gaining committee
acceptance of a sighting. However, additional damntation, such as photos, sketches,
sound recordings, etc., is extremely valuable aplsmentation to the written
description. Field notes taken at the time of atsngy can be particularly convincing.

While you are welcome to use the official “SubmossiForm” to provide the
details of your sighting, we are happy to receiwarydocumentation in any format that
provides the necessary information in a clear aadable fashion. However, if you
choose not to use the submission form, pleaseaa@eeful look at that form to see the
kinds of information the committee is interestedeneiving. We are particularly anxious
to receive documentation in an electronic formaeméver possible.

What Does a Committee Decision M ean? Please be aware that the decision reached by
the committee as to whether or not to endorse tecplar record is entirely based on
whether or not the submitted documentation provsddsfactory evidence that a
particular bird was present on a given date avargiocation within the state of Nevada.

It is not the intent of the committee, nor is ieavtheoretically possible, to tell you what
you observed or didn’t observe. That's up to yoar I8 it the intent of the committee to
tell you whether or not you should count a parac@ighting on any sort of list you wish
to keep of your bird sightings. That, too, is ydecision. If the committee votes not to
accept a particular record, that decision only red¢hat, in the opinion of the committee,



the submitted documentation was not sufficientrtvigle the level of evidence required
to place that record within the category of vedfmccurrences of that species for the
state of Nevada.

Moreover, whether a record is accepted by the cdt@enor not, the
documentation, along with the written deliberatiohshe committee members, becomes
part of the NBRC archives, available for resealhctiact, this archiving of record
submissions may well be the most important facetngfbird record committee’s work.

Revisionsto the Nevada State Checklist. The Nevada State Checklist is maintained by
the NBRC. It was originally based on thieeld List of the Birds of Nevada (Titus 1996).
Three species were added to Nevada State Checklist in 2007, and one was removed.
The first addition, EIf Owl ¥icrathene whitneyi), was missing due to an oversight. The
former species Blue Grousbéndragapus obscurus) has been split by the American
Ornithologists' Union (AOU) into Sooty Groude. (fuliginosus) and Dusky Grouse
obscurus). Since both of the subspecies which were eleviatéall species status by the
split have been documented as breeding within Ney&kbyd et al. 2007), both species
now appear on thidevada State Checklist. In addition, the AOU has split Cackling
Goose Branta hutchinsii) from Canada Goos®(canadensis). The committee reviewed
and endorsed two records of Cackling Goose in 28@That species has also been added
to theNevada Sate Checklist. Streak-backed Oriolédterus pustulatus) was on the
checklist at the beginning of 2007. However, thy dievada report of that species was
reviewed but not accepted by the NBRC (Record 1287 so the species has been
removed from the list. This brings the official cdwf species for Nevada to 475.
Submissions for two species, Pomarine Jaegercorarius pomarinus) and Little Gull
(Larus minutus), were received in 2007 but have not yet beerereed. These would
represent additions to the Checklist, if they ardogsed by the committee.

Revisionsto the Nevada Review List. TheNevada Review List is maintained by the
NBRC (see “Comprehensive Revision of the Nevadd Bicords Committee Review
List”, Elphick 2001).

Significant revisions were made to tNevada Review List during our
committee’s meeting in Las Vegas during Septen@d7. The committee's bylaws
(available on the NBRC website) specify the rutasrévising the Review List. In
general, any member may, at any time, initiateamgk to the list by providing a motion
to the secretary, accompanied by written documientaupporting the change. This
information is then provided to the full committiee discussion and, eventually, for a
vote.

This procedure does not include any arbitrary megunumber of accepted
records in order to approve a status change. Rathigpends on the judgment of the
committee members based on the presented justificat major factor is, of course, the
number of records accepted by the NBRC, but thesidecmay also include such
considerations as other published records not dtdahto the NBRC (e.g., historical
published records, data from tA#as of the Breeding Birds of Nevada, Floyd et al.
2007), and knowledge and experience of the comenittembers.



For the September meeting, Greg Scyphers, comnmitezeber, put in
considerable hard work to research and documepbpgeal changes, which were then
voted on by the full committee. Here is a listlodse changes:

Added to Review List:
King Eider Somateria spectabilis), reviewable in all regions.
Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis), reviewable all regions.
Sooty Grousel. fuliginosis), reviewable in northeast region.
Dusky Grouse[. obscurus), reviewable in northwest region.
Black Rail (aterallus jamaicensis), reviewable in all regions.
Northern Beardless-Tyrannulegmptostoma imberbe), reviewable in all regions.
Black-chinned Sparrowspizella atrogularis), reviewable in northwest and northeast regions.
Lark Bunting Calamospiza melanocorys), reviewable in all regions.
Black Rosy-Finchl{eucosticte australis), reviewable in northwest region.
Cackling GooseR. hutchinsii) was added to the review list when it was addeti¢cstate
checklist.

Changesto Regional Exemptions:
Clapper Rail Rallus longirostris), exempt from review in southern region.
Mew Gull (Larus canus), exempt from review in northwest region.
Thayer’s Gull . thayeri), now reviewable in all regions (formerly exemptiorthwest).
Costa’s HummingbirdGalypte costae), exempt from review in northwest region (and aams to
be exempt in southern region).
Eastern Phoeb&4gyonoris phoebe), exempt from review in southern region.
Northern ParulaRarula americana), exempt from review in southern region.
Prothonotary WarblefRfotonotaria citrea), exempt from review in southern region.
Blackpoll Warbler Dendroica striata), exempt from review in southern region.
Hooded WarblerWilsonia citrina), exempt from review in southern region.
Hepatic Tanageriranga flava), now reviewable in all regions (formerly exemptsiouth).
Hooded Oriole Icterius culcullatus), exempt from review in northwest region (and cauns
exempt in southern regions).

Removed from Review List:
Pomarine JaegeBrcorarius pomarinus), (should not have been on the list, as it isamothe
State Checklist. Only species which are on theldlgaan be on the review list. By definition,
any species not on the State Checklist is autoaibtitreviewable”).
Northern Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium gnoma).
Pacific-slope FlycatcheEmpidonax difficilis) and Cordilleran FlycatcheE(occidentalis): Both
species removed from the review list pending emergef additional identification criteria.
Cassin’s Vireo ireo cassinii).

Further changes to tlidevada Sate Checklist and/or theNevada Review List will
be announced to the birding community via the Navaidd listserv and in a future
volume ofGreat Basin Birds. Current copies of the checklist and review lat e found
on the NBRC website.

Current member ship of the NBRC. The NBRC has six voting members and one
secretary. The voting membership through 2007 stedsiof Dr. John Klicka, Tim Lenz,
Scott Page, Mike San Miguel, Greg Scyphers, anchBederdehely. At the end of 2007,
Scott Page’s term expired. Debbie Van Dooremolenbegn elected to a three-year term
beginning in 2008 to fill that vacancy.



COMMITTEE DELIBERATIONS FOR 2007

This report includes all records circulated in 2Q@¢luding a few for which the
review cycle extended into January 2008). The NBRe€reviewed 122 records since the
change of secretaries in March 2007. Of these, &4 wirculations of records received
prior to the transition (but on which a final deershad not been reached at the time of
the transition). Of the 122 records, 112 were esetbby the committee.

Key to the Record Reports. For each accepted record, the format is:
COMMON NAME, scientific name, (name(s) of submitter(s), NBRC record identifier,
“Ph” if photos were included in the submission,evtidtals (if multiple rounds, initial
round vote parenthesized).

For non-accepted records, the submitter's nametignluded.
Note that the NBRC record identifier is composethefyear in which the record was
submitted to NBRC plus a sequence number. (The submissiannyag not correspond
to the year the bird was sighted.)

The record order is based on the current AOU taxoo@species) ordering. For
multiple records of the same species, the recarlsraered by sighting date. For each
sighting location, the location's county is incldde parentheses.



ACCEPTED RECORDS

CACKLING GOOSEBranta hutchinsii (Martin Meyers, 2007-019, Ph, 6-0) One found
at University Farms, Reno, (Washoe), 11/27/05. Téeerd established the species for
the state checklist, although there are many hestiofunreviewed) records.

2007-019 Cackling Goose
Photo: Martin Meyers

CACKLING GOOSEBranta hutchinsii (Martin Meyers, 2007-020, Ph, 6-0) One in
Reno, (Washoe), 3/9/07. Initially found by FreddPsen. Second NBRC accepted record.



EURASIAN WIGEON Anas penelope (Greg Scyphers, 2007-053, Ph, 6-0) One male in
Reno (Washoe), 12/14/02. Third NBRC accepted reddrdale Eurasian Wigeon was
found at this location (ponds on a local golf ceyf®r six consecutive winters; the
documentation for this record applies to the tloifthose winters. It is probable that the
same bird was present all of those years, butthatnot documented and is not included
in the committee’s decision.

2007-053 Eurasian Wigeon
Photo: Greg Scyphers

GREEN-WINGED TEAL, Eurasian radsnas crecca crecca (Carolyn Titus, Jane
Thompson, 2005-07, Ph, 5-1). Male at the sewer pahilemmon Valley (Washoe),
2/9/05. Only NBRC accepted record. The committdavey specify that any subspecies
which is recognized by any international ornithatadjsociety as a separate species, or
which has ever been considered a separate spgcilke BOU, and which is rare in
Nevada, may be reviewed, even though other sulespetihat species may be common
in Nevada. In this case, AOU does not recognizesgiie of Green-winged Teal, but
other international authorities do consider thai 8pecies exist, with the Eurasian race
typically referred to as Common Teal. The male Cammeal is separable in the field
from the North American racé\(c. carolinensis), and it was one male of this race which
was submitted for this record. (Note that intergsalave also been reported in various
locations, including Nevada.)



BLACK SCOTERMéanitta nigra (Greg Scyphers, 2007-004, Ph, 6-0) One male in a
ranch pond at Dyer (Esmeralda) on 11/5/06 was qusierprise. This species is usually
associated with larger water bodies when it shgwmland. Third NBRC accepted
record.

2007-004 Black Scoter
Photo: Greg Scyphers

RED-THROATED LOONGavia stellata (Greg Scyphers, 2007-028, Ph, 6-0) One at Las
Vegas Bay (Clark), 11/11/06. This is the first NBR€epted record, although the
species was already on the state checklist basbdtmical records.



YELLOW-BILLED LOON Gavia adamsii (Nancy Hoffman, 2007-027, Ph, 6-0), Fig. 1.
This bird was seen and photographed at Walker (lslkeeral) on 4/19/97. Nancy
submitted it to the NBRC at that time, but for samason the record languished
somewhere in the archives and was not reviewetl20Qi7. Second NBRC accepted
record (by sighting date.)

2007-027 Yellow-billed Loon
Photo: Nancy Hoffman

BROWN PELICAN Pelecanus occidentalis (Greg Scyphers, 2007-056, Ph, 6-0) At least
23 Brown Pelicans showed up at Las Vegas Bay (LiarBuly of 2004. Many, perhaps
all, failed to make the return trip to the sea.sT$ubmission was from 7/17/04. Second
NBRC accepted record.

WHITE-TAILED KITE Elanus leucurus (Martin Meyers, 2000-43, 6-0) This bird was
found by Mike San Miguel and seen by several Nevadters. It was at Key Pittman
Wildlife Management Area (Lincoln), with the subsimn sighting on 7/5/00. First
NBRC accepted record.



WHITE-TAILED KITE Elanus leucurus (Dennis Serdehely, Greg Scyphers, 2007-032,
Ph, 6-0) Found by Dave McNinch and Dennis Serdeaie(yarson Lake (Churchill) on
the Fallon Christmas Bird Count (12/18/06) and @né$or months. Greg saw the bird on
12/20 and submitted additional documentation. Sé®BRC accepted record.

MISSISSIPPI KITElctinia mississippiensis (Martin Meyers, 2003-16, Ph, 5-0) Found by
Greg Scyphers and Martin Meyers at Highland Parkanopah (Nye) on 5/17/03. Fourth
NBRC accepted record.

COMMON BLACK-HAWK Buteogallus anthracinus (Rita Schlageter, 2005-06, 6-0)
Found about one mile south of Floyd Lamb State Pakkrk), on 9/7/05. Third NBRC
accepted record.

HARRIS'S HAWK Parabuteo unicinctus (Rose Strickland, Carolyn Titus, Dennis
Serdehely, Greg Scyphers, 2004-01, Ph, 5-0) FoyrRidse Strickland and Dennis
Ghiglieri at Overton Wildlife Management Area (arWhile the identification was
never in doubt, there was considerable discusdiontahe origin of this bird, as Harris’'s
Hawks are popular with falconers. However, the tioce behavior, and plumage
described by the four submitters, combined withlagetumented dispersal of the
species during the general time period of this ntad®n, were enough to convince all
members that the occurrence should be considetacahal he bird was first reported on
1/23/04 and last reported 3/6/04. First NBRC aaxpécord.



ZONE-TAILED HAWK Buteo albontatus (Rose Strickland, Dennis Ghiglieri, 2007-045,
Ph, 6-0) Found and photographed convincingly o¥0Z/at Lake Mead National
Recreation Area (Clark). Fourth NBRC accepted mkcor

2007-045 Zone-tailed Hawk
Photo: Dennis Ghiglieri

MOUNTAIN PLOVER Charadrius montanus (Dennis Serdehely, Rose Strickland,
Dennis Ghiglieri, 2003-13, Ph, (3-2), 6-0) Dennesd&hely and Greg Scyphers
discovered these birds (at least two individuaisarson Lake (Churchill) on 8/16/03,
and Dennis provided written documentation. In ir& found of reviews, the record
received two non-accept votes. The members exptesseerns about the distance of
the observation and the lack of some descriptidailde Subsequently, the committee
received excellent photo-documentation of thesdstinom Dennis Ghiglieri and Rose
Strickland, with photos taken 8/19/03. The secandhd of reviews resulted in
unanimous acceptance. First NBRC accepted record.



MOUNTAIN PLOVER Charadrius montanus (Greg Scyphers, 2007-015, Ph, 6-0) Found
by Martin Meyers and Greg Scyphers in Dyer (Esnagejabn 10/8/05. Three individuals
were documented. Second NBRC accepted record.

2007-015 Mountain Plover
Photo: Greg Scyphers

HEERMANN'’S GULL Larus heermanni (Greg Scyphers, 2007-057, Ph, 6-0) Found at
Pyramid Lake (Washoe) on 10/24/04. Second NBRCpedeecord.

MEW GULL Larus canus (Greg Scyphers, 2007-068, Ph, 6-0) Reno (Wash@&0103.
Third NBRC accepted record, based on sighting ddtis. species is now exempt from
review in the northwest region, as of 9/07.

MEW GULL Larus canus (Carolyn Titus, Jane Thompson, 2005-08, Ph, 6€dhinon
Valley (Washoe), 2/9/05. Fourth NBRC accepted reécor

MEW GULL Larus canus (Greg Scyphers, 2007-074, 6-0) Pyramid Lake (Wesho
1/1/07. Fifth NBRC accepted record.

MEW GULL Larus canus (Martin Meyers, 2007-043, Ph, 6-0) Lemmon Valley
(Washoe), 2/19/07. Sixth NBRC accepted record.



MEW GULL Larus canus (Rose Strickland, Dennis Ghiglieri, 2007-033, &4@) Reno
(Washoe), 2/24/07. Seventh NBRC accepted record.

THAYER'’S GULL Larusthayeri (Martin Meyers, 2007-047, Ph, 6-0) This adult gull
observed at Walker Lake (Mineral) on 3/9/07, wamewhat unusual in having yellow
eyes. All other features, particularly wing pattand head shape, were sufficient to
convince the committee to accept the record unamsigoThis represented the first
NBRC accepted record, despite a number of pre\smlgings, since the species had
been exempt from review in the northwest until fraar.

2007-047 Thayer's Gull
Photo: Martin Meyers

THAYER’S GULL Larusthayeri (Martin Meyers, 2007-148, Ph, 6-0) Reno (Washoe),
11/8/07. Second NBRC accepted record.



WESTERN GULLLarus occidentalis (Tim Lenz, 2004-17, Ph, 6-0) Tim provided
written and photographic documentation of this bivdich he found at Walker Lake
(Mineral), 10/1/04. Third NBRC accepted record.

LEAST TERNSerna antillarum (Greg Scyphers, 2007-058, Ph, 6-0) Originally fun
by volunteers at the Henderson Bird Viewing Presé@iark). Greg’s sighting was
6/6/03. Third NBRC accepted record. (The first gted record was also from
Henderson Bird Viewing Preserve).

LEAST TERNSerna antillarum (Jennifer Rycenga, 2007-092, 6-0) This bird wanse
at Mason Valley Wildlife Management Area (Lyon)2@/07 by Jennifer Rycenga and
Peggy Macres. An excellent written description eégnlfer assured unanimous
acceptance. Fourth NBRC accepted record.

COMMON TERNSerna hirundo (Walter Wehtje, 2001-13, (3-3), 5-1) Ruby Lake
National Wildlife Refuge (Elko), 6/28/2001. Thisesjes is only “reviewable” in the
northeast portion of Nevada (i.e., iteempt from review in the south and northwest).
California birder Walter Wehtje found this birdRatiby Lake and provided his report to
the committee. The record was accepted on a 5€lamits second round of reviews.
There have been no other northeast Nevada recabdsitsed to the committee. (This
record was originally published (&reat Basin Birds, vol. 8, as “not accepted.”
However, the vote on which that report was basesi3{@, which, according to the
bylaws, required a second circulation.) First NB&Cepted record.

PARASITIC JAEGERSercorarius parasiticus (Dennis Serdehely, 2004-02, 5-0) Dennis
Serdehely and Greg Scyphers spotted this bird rainftg Lake (Washoe) on 9/16/04.
Dennis’s written documentation for this difficuti-tdentify species (immature jaegers
are particularly difficult) convinced all memberstbe committee. The fact that the bird
was observed by several other birders, including&icipants at the American Birding
Association Regional Conference, may have helpedoi® NBRC accepted record. All
accepted Parasitic and Long-tailed Jaeger recoedsam September (except one Long-
tail found in the last week of August).

PARASITIC JAEGERSercorarius parasiticus (Carolyn Titus, Richard Titus, 2004-10,
Ph, 5-1) Found at Lake Mead National RecreatioraA€ark) on 9/27/04. This sighting,
documented with written description and photograples accepted on a 5-1 vote by the
committee. Some concerns were expressed abouista@ck of the observation for this
notoriously difficult identification problem, buthé¢ details in the written description,
along with the rather distant photographs, provdticsent to convince five of the
members. Third NBRC accepted record.



LONG-TAILED JAEGERSercorarius longicaudus (Will Richardson, 1999-14, Ph, 6-0)
This record is for a bird found dead at Sand Harbake Tahoe (Washoe), 8/25/1999.
A number of excellent photographs accompanied $libmission. The bird was found
by Benjamin and Ron Knauss. David Lukas then poststry about the find on the
Nevada Birding listserv. Will followed up on thabgi to submit the record to NBRC.
First NBRC accepted record (by sighting date) fond-tailed Jaeger.

LONG-TAILED JAEGERSercorarius longicaudus (Tim Lenz, Dennis Serdehely,
2004-03, Ph, 5-1) Found by Elisabeth Ammon and Démz at Pyramid Lake (Washoe),
9/25, and also seen 9/27/2004. A written descmpftiom Dennis was accompanied by
several photos from Tim. There was some conceta afether the two observations
necessarily were of the same bird, and some menfdletbat the written description did
not entirely match some plumage details in the ghdtlonetheless, the record was
accepted by all but one of the reviewers. FourtiREBaccepted record.

GROOVE-BILLED ANI Crotophaga sulcirostris (Carolyn Titus, Richard Titus,

2004-12, Ph, 6-0) Found by Je Anne Branca and Riablard at Henderson Bird

Viewing Preserve (Clark), 10/28/2004. Excellenttten documentation and photographs
(extracted from video) easily achieved unanimowgptance by the committee. First
NBRC accepted record.

2004-12 Groove-billed Ani
Photo: Richard Titus



BROAD-BILLED HUMMINGBIRD Cynanthus latirostris (Larry Tripp, Carolyn Titus,
Martin Meyers, 2004-08, Ph, 6-0) This female hungbird was first found by Larry
Tripp. It remained at Lake Mead National Recreatdea (Clark) from 2/1/2004

through 2/13/2004, where it was seen and photoghply many observers. Third NBRC
accepted record.

2004-08 Broad-billed Hummingbird
Photo: Martin Meyers

BROAD-BILLED HUMMINGBIRD Cynanthus latirostris (Scott Page, Patrick Gaffey,
Philip Worts, 2005-09, Ph, 6-0) Originally found Bye Ellen Pearson at a backyard
feeder in Las Vegas (Clark) on 12/15/05. Fourth KB&cepted record.

COSTA’'S HUMMINGBIRD Calypte costae (Dennis Serdehely, 2007-041, 6-0) Seen
4/22/06 in Fernley (Lyon). First NBRC accepted re¢dut note that the species had
been exempt from review in the south, and, as 6723 now also exempt from review
in the northwest.



COSTA’'S HUMMINGBIRD Calypte costae (Alan Wallace, 2007-052, 6-0) Alan found
this male hummingbird at his feeder on 4/18/07,dR@kashoe). It remained through
4/21/07. Second NBRC accepted record.

ACORN WOODPECKERVelanerpes formicivorus (Greg Scyphers, 2007-035, Ph, 6-0)
There was a significant invasion of this speciés Mevada in 2003. Five records were
submitted to the committee (all accepted), andrséweher reports showed up on other
venues. 2007-035 was found at Verdi (Washoe) bipd&eBrune, with the
documentation by Greg from a sighting on 6/16/Q8sbird was seen by many
observers. Third NBRC accepted record.

ACORN WOODPECKERMelanerpes formicivorus (Greg Scyphers, 2007-036, Ph, 6-0)
Greg Scyphers and Martin Meyers found this birdid& (Esmeralda), 9/13/03. Fourth
NBRC accepted record.

ACORN WOODPECKERMelanerpes formicivorus (Greg Scyphers, 2007-037, Ph, 6-0)
Dyer (Esmeralda), 9/21/03. Fifth NBRC accepted reco

ACORN WOODPECKERVelanerpes formicivorus (Greg Scyphers, 2007-038, Ph, 6-0)
Corn Creek (Clark), 9/27/03. Sixth NBRC accepteanbre.

ACORN WOODPECKERMVelanerpes formicivorus (Greg Scyphers, 2007-039, Ph, 5-1)
Corn Creek (Clark), 10/26/03. One member was noviceed that this bird was a
different individual than 2007-038. However, catefnalysis of the photos convinced
the other five members that two different birds evievolved. Seventh NBRC accepted
record.

YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKERSphyrapicus varius (Martin Meyers, 2007-026, 6-0)
Documentation for an adult sapsucker seen 9/2#/2§ramid Lake (Washoe) was
submitted to the committee in 1996, but it was negeiewed. In 2007, the (unchanged)
record was reviewed and endorsed unanimously, dilé wwas the third record to be
accepted by the NBRC, it is the second in ternsgifting date.

YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKERSphyrapicus varius (Rose Strickland, Dennis
Ghiglieri, 2007-002, Ph, 5-1) This immature birdsfaund at Bunkerville (Clark) on
1/26/07. Rose’s submission contained additionaeebgpinion that bolstered the
identification. Third NBRC accepted record (by sigh date).



NUTTALL'S WOODPECKERPIcoides nuttalii (Dave McNinch, 1997-04, Ph, 5-1)
Another record that was submitted, but not reviewetil many years later. Sighting by
Dave was on 12/28/91 along the Carson River (Chil)ccht the time of the sighting,
there was no NBRC. An early version of the bylafvthe committee said that records
that predated the formation of the committee wawdtlbe reviewed. Those bylaws were
changed not long afterward, but this record felbtigh the cracks until 2007. Accepted
on a 5-1 vote, it furnishes the first NBRC acceptzbrd, and appears to be the first
report of the species for the state.

1997-04 Nuttall's Woodpecker
Photo: Dave McNinch

DOWNY WOODPECKERPIcoides pubescens (Gary Zachman, 2006-02, Ph, 6-0) While
this species is quite common in the north (and g@térom review in northwest and
northeast), it is a review species for southernddav Gary found this bird at the Clark
County Wetlands (Clark), 12/24/06, and submittezldbcumentation. This is the only
NBRC submission for the species.

PILEATED WOODPECKERDryocopus pileatus (Dennis Serdehely, 2007-042, 6-0)
This charismatic woodpecker is found in Nevada am\the east shore of Lake Tahoe,
where it is presumed to have a very small breedomylation. Jim Eidel was the first to
report the species there. Record 2007-042 wasds@ear Chimney Beach at Lake
Tahoe (Washoe) on 4/6/07. This was only the setdBC accepted record. However,
based on breeding evidence, it should be consideredlimited exemption from review
(perhaps just for Tahoe’s east shore) at someitirtiee near future.



EASTERN PHOEBESayornis phoebe (Rita Schlageter, 2000-22, (4-2), 6-0) Observed at
Floyd Lamb State Park (Clark) on 10/24/00. Thisureef two rounds of reviews and was
accepted unanimously on the second round. Third GlB&cepted record.

EASTERN PHOEBESayornis phoebe (Rick Saval, Kathy Robertson, 2001-33, (4-2),
6-0) Rick found this phoebe on 11/22/01 at Cornekrlark). On the next day, Kathy
spotted the bird at the same location. Both Riak lsathy provided documentation to the
committee. Endorsed unanimously on its second rododrth NBRC accepted record.

EASTERN PHOEBESayornis phoebe (Rose Strickland, Dennis Ghiglieri, 2007-046, Ph,
6-0) Two individuals were present for weeks, segmhbny observers. First spotted at
Corn Creek (Clark) on 4/10/07 by Lawrence and M&ayherine Rolls, visiting birders
from New Hampshire. They showed it to Dennis andeRavho submitted the

description and photographs. Eastern Phoebe ispgxXenm review in southern Nevada,
as of 9/07. Fifth NBRC accepted record.

2007-046 Eastern Phoebe
Photo: Dennis Ghiglieri



SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHERTyrannus forficatus (Bruce Lund, 2006-01, Ph, 6-0)
Well-photographed, this 5/13/06 sighting on the &lplduddy River (Clark) represents
the third NBRC accepted record.

WHITE-EYED VIREO Vireo griseus (Greg Scyphers, 2007-031, Ph, 6-0) Seen at Dyer
(Esmeralda) on 5/30/05. Fourth NBRC accepted record

2007-031 White-eyed Vireo
Photo: Greg Scyphers

BLUE JAY Cyanocitta cristata (Loretta Cartner, 2004-14, Ph, 6-0) Ely (Whited)in
First found by Loretta on 11/6/04. It hung aroumdiluL2/2/04, then disappeared until
1/15/05, when it made an unexpected reappearahoeodghly diagnostic photos made
the unanimous vote pretty easy. This is the onlyR€Baccepted record.

TENNESSEE WARBLER/ermivora peregrine (Peter LaTourette, 2001-31, (4-2), 5-1)
Endorsed on its second round of reviews. Petepdeed this warbler while he was
busy photographing a lovely Sabine’s Gull that $s@me time on the shore of Washoe
Lake (Washoe). The Tennessee was seen there d0B/Bdurth NBRC accepted
record.

TENNESSEE WARBLER/ermivora peregrine (Greg Scyphers, 2007-055, Ph, 6-0)
Dyer (Esmeralda), 9/21/03. Sixth NBRC acceptednkco



TENNESSEE WARBLER/ermivora peregrine (Greg Scyphers, 2007-030, Ph, 6-0)
Miller's Rest Stop (Esmeralda) on 5/28/05. SevéMBRRC accepted record.

TENNESSEE WARBLER/ermivora peregrine (Greg Scyphers, 2007-123, Ph, 6-0)
Dyer (Esmeralda), 9/23/07. Eighth NBRC acceptednagc

NORTHERN PARULAParula americana (Greg Scyphers, 2007-051, Ph, 6-0) Sierra
Vista Apartments, Tonopah (Nye), 9/21/03. Basedighting date, this was the second
NBRC accepted record for the species. With numesabsequent records and incidental
reports, this species was exempted from reviewinhern Nevada, 9/07.

NORTHERN PARULAParula americana (Greg Scyphers, 2007-016, Ph, 6-0) Found by
Martin Meyers and Greg Scyphers at Dyer (Esmeraf@1ap/05. Third NBRC accepted
record.

NORTHERN PARULAParula americana (Greg Scyphers, 2007-017, Ph, 6-0) Miller's
Rest Stop (Esmeralda), 9/9/06. Fourth NBRC accefetenrd.

2007-017 Northern Parula
Photo: Greg Scyphers



NORTHERN PARULAParula americana (Greg Scyphers, 2007-071, Ph, 6-0) Corn
Creek (Clark), 4/11/07. Fifth NBRC accepted record.

NORTHERN PARULAParula americana (Martin Meyers, 2007-078, Ph, 6-0) Found by
Greg Scyphers and Martin Meyers at Dyer (Esmeralap/07. Sixth NBRC accepted
record.

NORTHERN PARULAParula americana (Greg Scyphers, David Vander Pluym,
2007-084, Ph, 6-0) First found by a group includiog Dunn, Dennis and Becca
Serdehely, Dennis Ghiglieri, Rose Strickland, Adaipn, Martin Meyers, and Greg
Scyphers at Tonopah Cemetery (Esmeralda), 5/264&r found independently by
David Vander Pluym and Daryl Coldren, visiting fra@alifornia. Seventh NBRC
accepted record.

CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLERDendroica pensylvanica (Dennis Serdehely, 2004-06,
6-0) Reno (Washoe), 6/10/2004. Fifth NBRC accepéedrd.

CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLERDendroica pensylvanica (Greg Scyphers, 2007-010,
Ph, 6-0) Dyer (Esmeralda), 10/1/2005. Sixth NBRCeated record.

2007-010 Chestnut-sided Warbler
Photo: Greg Scyphers



MAGNOLIA WARBLER Dendroica magnolia (Martin Meyers, 2002-14 Ph, 6-0) This
bird was found by Greg Scyphers and documentedwrititen description and
photographs by Martin. Sighting was at the Siensta/Apartments, Tonopah (Nye) on
5/26/01. First NBRC accepted record. As with a &ther records that were still pending
when the 2007 transition of the committee occurtied bylaws of the committee had
prevented this record from being completed whevet first reviewed several years
earlier. At that time, the bylaws stated that argmber of the committee who had
observed the bird being reviewed was forced toaatbdtom voting on the record. As a
result, several records were in limbo, as a quacaoid not be obtained to vote on them.
The bylaws have since been revised.

MAGNOLIA WARBLER Dendroica magnolia (Greg Scyphers, 2007-014, Ph, 6-0) Greg
Scyphers and Martin Meyers spotted this bird atrigsmeralda), 10/8/06. Third NBRC
accepted record.

BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER Dendroica caerulescens (Will Richardson,
2004-13, Ph, 6-0) This eastern vagrant defiedticadand showed up away from all of
the “migrant traps”. Fortunately for Nevada’s retxyrit showed up at an area where Will
Richardson was doing his Ph.D. research, Marletteel(Washoe). Found on 6/8/04.
Will's very early morning photograph won’t win amayt awards, but it was good enough!
Fourth NBRC accepted record.

BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER Dendroica caerulescens (Greg Scyphers,
2007-008, Ph, 6-0) Corn Creek (Clark), 10/14/06hARNBRC accepted record.

BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER Dendroica caerulescens (David Vander

Pluym, Martin Meyers, 2007-079, Ph, 6-0) David fduhis female warbler at Dyer
(Esmeralda) on 5/26/07. Later in the day, Jon Diemnis and Becca Serdehely, Dennis
Ghiglieri, Rose Strickland, Andy Zdon, Martin Megeand Greg Scyphers, unaware of
David’s find, came across the same bird and mootggjnaphs were obtained. Sixth
NBRC accepted record.

YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER Dendroica dominica (Greg Scyphers, 2007-034,

6-0) When Greg saw this bird at Lida (EsmeraldapdB/03, he called out to me and |
rushed over to try to get a look at this extremrahg Nevada visitor. | believe | saw the
tail-feathers as it disappeared! (But | don’t bed it enough to add it to my own state
list.) Greg’s documentation was sufficient to coroa the entire committee. This is the
only NBRC accepted record for this species.



PRAIRIE WARBLER Dendroica discolor (Martin Meyers, Greg Scyphers, 2002-15, Ph,
6-0) This very cooperative bird was in the sagdbatiMiller's Rest Stop (Esmeralda) on
9/21/02, and numerous photographs were obtainedd NMBRC accepted record.

2002-015 Prairie Warbler
Photo: Martin Meyers

PALM WARBLER Dendroica palmarum (Greg Scyphers, 2007-061, Ph, 6-0) This bird
was originally found by Jim Eidel on 10/16/02 atleti's Rest Stop (Esmeralda), and
then refound by Greg on 10/19/02. Greg providedtamriand photographic
documentation to the committee. Third NBRC acceptéedrd (by sighting date).

PALM WARBLER Dendroica palmarum (Greg Scyphers, 2007-062, Ph, 6-0) Dyer
(Esmeralda), 10/10/2004. Fifth NBRC accepted record

BLACKPOLL WARBLER Dendroica striata (Greg Scyphers, 2007-048, Ph, 6-0)
Pyramid Lake (Washoe), 9/14/04. Fourth accepted GlB&tord, and one of only two for
northwest Nevada. (By the end of 2007, there wéractepted records for Nevada, and
the species was exempted from review in southexadiée)



BLACKPOLL WARBLER Dendroica striata (Greg Scyphers, 2007-049, Ph, 6-0)
Miller's Rest Stop (Esmeralda), 9/18/04. Fifth NBRCcepted record.

BLACKPOLL WARBLER Dendroica striata (Greg Scyphers, 2007-040, Ph, 6-0) Greg
found this bird at Dyer (Esmeralda), 9/18/04, aaibput an hour after finding the
previous record (2007-049) at Miller's Rest StoptfsNBRC accepted record.

BLACKPOLL WARBLER Dendroica striata (Greg Scyphers, 2007-005, Ph, 6-0) Dyer
(Esmeralda), 9/18/05. Seventh NBRC accepted record.

BLACKPOLL WARBLER Dendroica striata (Greg Scyphers, 2007-006, Ph, 6-0) Found
by Dennis Ghiglieri at Dyer (Esmeralda) on 9/16/0Bis was the second sighting of the
day for this species. The birding group includedoBea and Dick Titus and Rose
Strickland in addition to Dennis and Greg. The sightings were fairly close together
(geographically). Since it was not possible to datee for sure that two different birds
were involved, the record was accepted as repiiaegembe individual. Eighth NBRC
accepted record.

BLACKPOLL WARBLER Dendroica striata (Marshall 1liff, 2007-065, 6-0) Marshall
[liff, a visiting easterner with strong Nevada t{&e was part of the first GBBO survey
team, and has a number of NBRC accepted recordsiifthis Blackpoll at Corn Creek
(Clark) on 9/28/06. Ninth NBRC accepted record.

BLACKPOLL WARBLER Dendroica striata (Greg Scyphers, 2007-007, Ph, 6-0) Dyer
(Esmeralda), 10/1/06. Tenth NBRC accepted record.

BLACKPOLL WARBLER Dendroica striata (Martin Meyers, 2007-109, Ph, 6-0) Dyer
(Esmeralda), 9/15/07. Eleventh NBRC accepted record

AMERICAN REDSTART Setophaga ruticilla (Greg Scyphers, 2007-003, Ph, 6-0)
American Redstart has been exempt from review uth&sn Nevada since the inception
of the NBRC, but it is reviewable in the northwastl northeast regions. This record,
from Porter Springs (Pershing) on 5/22/05, is tlet NBRC accepted record.

PROTHONOTARY WARBLERProthonotaria citrea (Greg Scyphers, 2007-054, Ph,
6-0) Dyer (Esmeralda), 9/26/04. Fifth NBRC acceptazbrd (based on sighting date.)
By the end of 2007, the committee had acceptetahdbl1 records for this beautiful
warbler, 9 of which came from southern Nevada. Jjpexies is now exempt from review
in the southern region.

PROTHONOTARY WARBLERProthonotaria citrea (Harvey Farber, 2004-04, 6-0) Las
Vegas (Clark), 10/11/04. Sixth NBRC accepted record



PROTHONOTARY WARBLERProthonotaria citrea (Greg Scyphers, 2007-022, Ph,
6-0). The late Dennis Trousdale found this birdwer (Esmeralda) on 5/30/05. When
Greg refound the bird a bit later in the day, heaoted photographs. His documentation
describes the bird as having a reddish breastkched forehead, with the color on the
chest forming a crescent, and his photograph shiomw$eature well (although the color
appears perhaps more orange than red in the plroéh).Guide to Warblers of North
America (Dunn and Garrett 1997) describes a variant wiimge head and breast, and
this bird must have been a variant of that vari@etzenth NBRC accepted record.

2007-022 Prothonotary Warbler
Photo: Greg Scyphers

PROTHONOTARY WARBLERProthonotaria citrea (Greg Scyphers, 2007-023, Ph,
6-0) On 9/17/05, Greg, along with Dennis Ghiglemd Rose Strickland, found two
different Prothonotary Warblers in Dyer (Esmeral@®)07-023 documents a bright bird
at a row of trees on Sagehen Road, while 2007-@24ribes a bird from a ranch several
miles from there. Both birds were seen again oridh@wing day (in their respective
locations). Eighth NBRC accepted record.



PROTHONOTARY WARBLERProthonotaria citrea (Greg Scyphers, 2007-024, Ph,
6-0) Dyer (Esmeralda), 9/17/05. See 2007-023. NNBRC accepted record.

PROTHONOTARY WARBLERProthonotaria citrea (Greg Scyphers, 2007-025, Ph,
6-0) Dyer (Esmeralda), 10/1/05. Careful documeotatif plumage shows this bird to be
a different individual from either of the Prothoant Warblers reported from two weeks
earlier (2007-023 and 2007-024), even though tincs\eas at the same ranch location as
2007-024. Tenth NBRC accepted record.

PROTHONOTARY WARBLERProthonotaria citrea (Greg Scyphers, 2007-089, Ph,
6-0) Torrance Ranch (10 miles north of Beatty) (N¥£12/07. Eleventh NBRC accepted
record.

WORM-EATING WARBLER Helmitheros vermivorum (Rick Saval, 2001-25, (3-3),
5-1) Corn Creek (Clark), 9/1/2001. Rick’s reportlos warbler required two rounds of
reviews, ultimately being endorsed by the committe@ vote of 5-1. Second NBRC
accepted record. (This report was originally puigis inGreat Basin Birds, vol. 8, as
“not accepted.” However, the vote on which thaort was based was 3/3, which,
according to the bylaws, required a second cirmuigt

WORM-EATING WARBLER Helmitheros vermivorum (Elizabeth Seebeck, Tim Lenz,
2004-15, Ph, 6-0). This must have been a very plgasurprise for Elizabeth when it
showed up in her yard in Henderson (Clark)! Fol@B/04, it remained through
10/11/04. Seen by a number of Nevada birders, divatuHuston Shoopman, Jim Healey,
the late Jack Walters, Tim Lenz, Rita SchlagetgeArhe Branca, Carol Perry, and Joan
Clark. Tim provided photographic documentation.rditNilBRC accepted record.

204-015 Worm-eating Warbler
Photo: Tim Lenz



WORM-EATING WARBLER He mitheros vermivorum (Scott Page, 2007-021, Ph, 6-0)
This bird was found by Scott at Spring Mountain &abtate Park (Clark) on 5/8/05.
Careful documentation included GPS coordinatespdiado. Fourth NBRC accepted
record.

MOURNING WARBLER Oporornis Philadelphia (Dennis Serdehely, Martin Meyers,
2004-05, Ph, 6-0) Greg Scyphers first saw this &ird ranch pond at Dyer (Esmeralda)
on 5/29/04. It was refound the next day, and saabfyrawful photos were taken. (I can
say that — they were mine.) Second NBRC acceptamde

HOODED WARBLERW Isonia citrine (Greg Scyphers, 2007-050, Ph, 6-0) This
warbler, found on 5/8/04 at Dyer (Esmeralda), viresfiith NBRC accepted record. By
the end of 2007, there were five more, and theiepa&eas exempted from review in
southern Nevada, 9/07. (All ten accepted recorddram the southern region.)

HOODED WARBLERW Isonia citrine (Greg Scyphers, 2007-013, Ph, 6-0) Dyer
(Esmeralda), 6/1/05. Sixth NBRC accepted record.

HOODED WARBLERW Isonia citrine (Greg Scyphers, 2007-070, Ph, 6-0) Torrance
Ranch (Nye), 4/15/07. Seventh NBRC accepted record.



HOODED WARBLERWilsonia citrine (Maureen Kammerer, 2007-083, Ph, 6-0).

Maureen took some incredibly beautiful photos of thale Hooded Warbler in Red
Rock Canyon National Conservation Area (Clark) 81®& . Eighth NBRC accepted
record.

| 2007 M1 Kammerer
| May 08, 2007 - Calico Bagln

2007-083 Hooded Warbler
Photo: Maureen Kamerer



HOODED WARBLERW Isonia citrine (Greg Scyphers, 2007-086, Ph, 6-0) Miller’s
Rest Stop (Esmeralda), 5/27/07. Ninth NBRC accepedrd.

HOODED WARBLERWiIsonia citrine (Greg Scyphers, 2007-085, Ph, 6-0) Lida
(Esmeralda), 6/2/07. Tenth NBRC accepted record.

SWAMP SPARROWMeél ospiza georgiana (Nancy Santos, Dennis Serdehely, Fred
Petersen, Martin Meyers, Jane Thompson, 2003-0%-BhNancy and Jane found this
bird at Lemmon Valley (Washoe) on 2/11/03. It remedal for several days, last reported
on 2/17/03. Many birders were able to observeiit) geveral providing additional

written and photographic documentation. Some olessrfelt that two different

individual birds were present, but the committeeidied that the documentation was only
conclusive in establishing the presence of oneviddal. Second NBRC accepted record.

SWAMP SPARROWMEé ospiza georgiana (Greg Scyphers, 2007-029, Ph, 6-0) Dyer
(Esmeralda), 5/3/06. This was the third NBRC acegpécord for the state, and the first
for the southern region.

CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPURCalcarius ornatus (Greg Scyphers, 2007-059,
Ph, 6-0) This very cooperative bird allowed cloketpgraphs by Greg Scyphers and
Martin Meyers as it fed and dust-bathed at Milldsst Stop (Esmeralda) on 10/26/03.
The record is the first to be submitted to the NBB@ the species is probably regular in
fall and winter, based on anecdotal reports. Mardgex coverage of appropriate habitat
is strongly encouraged. By the end of 2007, thexeeviour accepted records (some of
multiple birds). Two records were from the northtvegion and two from the southern
region.

CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPURalcarius ornatus (Greg Scyphers, 2007-009,
Ph, 6-0) Five individuals were documented at Wadlade (Washoe) on 12/18/05,
during the Carson City Christmas Bird Count. Thewyained at least through 12/20/05.
Second NBRC accepted record.



CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPURCalcarius ornatus (Fred Petersen, Martin
Meyers, 2007-108, Ph, 6-0). A long-staying singtecses flock was first found by Fred
at Lemmon Valley (Washoe) on 1/3/06. A number ofi&is were able to see these birds
over the next three weeks. The committee votedde the record as pertaining to at
least eight individuals. Third NBRC accepted record

2007-108 Chestnut-collared Longspur
Photo: Fred Petersen

CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPURalcarius ornatus (Greg Scyphers, 2007-139,
6-0) One individual found by Jon Dunn and Greg g Esmeralda), 10/27/07. Fourth
NBRC accepted record.



PAINTED BUNTING Passerina ciris (Greg Scyphers, 2007-018, Ph, 6-0). Jim Holmes,
from Sacramento, found this female bunting on @40Corn Creek (Clark). Greg was
able to relocate it on 9/11/06, and it is Greg'&ten documentation and photo that
formed the basis for the NBRC acceptance. RepbRsinted Bunting are always
suspect as to origin, since the striking malegpaplar cage-birds. However, it is now
generally believed that many migration and earlgter records are of wild birds (see
analysis inRare Birds of California (Hamilton, et al. 2007), and the September date fo
this female falls squarely into the period of higiheccurrence in California. The
committee considered these factors and decidedmpasly to accept the record as a
natural occurrence. Second NBRC accepted record.

2007-018 Painted Bunting
Photo: Greg Scyphers



PAINTED BUNTING Passerina ciris (Greg Scyphers, 2007-087, 6-0) Female seen only
briefly at Dyer (Esmeralda) on 5/19/07. Howevee timique color and bill shape were
noted, along with other features including unmartekl lack of wingbars, and plain

face. The May date also fits the known patternaoiuorence in the west. Another
observer had a momentary view of the bird in flighit he was not able to get a good
enough look to see anything other than size anar .cahd, while he is quite sure the
identification by Scyphers was correct, he doescoasider his own sighting sufficient.

Do | sound bitter? Third NBRC accepted record.

COMMON GRACKLE Quiscalus quiscula (Dennis Trousdale, 1997-21, 5-1) Miller's
Rest Stop (Esmeralda), 5/20/1997. This record,gabaith the following record (1997-
23), had somehow been lumped into a single recoath iearlier round of reviews. The
committee managed to get that issue cleared upadddater, and both records were
then circulated individually. The Miller's Rest $toecord was endorsed on a 5-1 vote,
and is the second NBRC accepted record. (This degath both sightings as a single
record, was originally published @&reat Basin Birds, vol. 2.)

COMMON GRACKLE Quiscalus quiscula (Dennis Trousdale, 1997-23, Ph, 6-0) Fernley
(Lyon), 6/4/1997. See previous record (1997-21)rarfNBRC accepted record.

COMMON GRACKLE Quiscalus quiscula (Greg Scyphers, 2007-012, Ph, 6-0) This bird
was found by Martin Meyers at Miller's Rest Stog(ieralda), 5/27/06. It was observed
by several birders over the next three days. NBRC accepted record.

2007-012 Common Grackle
Photo: Greg Scyphers



HOODED ORIOLEIcterus cucullatus (Dennis Serdehely, 2003-08, (3-2), 5-1) Dennis
found this oriole at a feeder just outside hisheatt window, in Fernley (Lyon). Initially
observed 4/27/03, it was present until 4/30/03tl@nfirst circulation, in 2005, the vote
was inconclusive, with two members concerned thrah@rd Oriole Kcterus spurious)

had not been eliminated. As prescribed in the NBRIBws, a second circulation was
conducted, this in 2007. In a re-circulation, comisdrom the first round are distributed
and discussion among the members is encouragech (fBscussion is not permitted
during a first round, by the way.) On the seconghd five members were convinced,
although one, who had voted against the recordhefinst round, maintained that
position. (The current NBRC bylaws state that @réceceiving no more than one non-
accept vote is considered “accepted”.) Second NB&@pted record. Hooded Oriole is
now exempt from review in the northwest and southiegions.

RECORDSNOT ACCEPTED

TRUMPETER SWANCygnum buccinator (2007-001, 0-6) A report of six Trumpeter
Swans at Pyramid Lake (Clark) on 3/3/07 did noénee any support in the committee.
The consensus was that there simply were not endesgtription details in the
documentation to conclusively establish the idemtfon. Differentiation of Trumpeter
and Tundra Swans is notoriously difficult, and sdeeures formerly thought to be
diagnostic are not reliable. (For example, whilelmempeter Swan shows a yellow spot
in front of the eye, the lack of such a spot isdiagnostic, as a small percentage of
Tundras also lack the yellow.) Subtle issues ofileal bill shape can be very tricky. For
adult swans only, the shape of the black facial skithe eye and on the forehead are
more reliable, but these were not noted in the dmuation. Size (in direct comparison
between the two species) and voice are very ussdtiires, but these were not discussed
in the documentation.

While all non-accept votes were based on identiboait should also be noted
that the question of origin is also very tricky wviErumpeter Swans. The introduced
population at the Ruby Lake National Wildlife Reéuig well-established, but the birds
from that population do not wander very much. (8mgds from the Ruby Valley are
exempt from review.) There are newer introducedrandtroduced colonies throughout
North America which are not yet considered fullyabdished. And birds from their
native range do wander south — for example, at ssrecord from California was of a
collared individual traced to a natural colony ortheast Idaho.

Keeping in mind that Trumpeter Swan sightings fittve Ruby Valley are exempt
from review, the NBRC has no accepted recordshierspecies.

COMMON BLACK-HAWK Buteogallus anthracinus (2001-03, (4-2), 4-2) A record

from Warm Springs Ranch (Clark), 3/30/01, went tigio two circulations. On the first
circulation, there were two votes against acce@aAtter distributing the comments

from those votes among the membership, a re-cifonlaesulted in the same 4-2 vote.
The current bylaws state that if a second round wetains more than one non-accept
vote, the record is considered “non-accepted”.thigrrecord, all members expressed the
opinion that the observer almost certainly did a€ommon Black-hawk, but two



members felt that the level of detail provided weslequate to establish the
identification. As of the end of 2007, there wdreee NBRC accepted records for this
species.

BROAD-WINGED HAWK Buteo platypterus (2005-03, Ph, 0-6) A bird seen by several
birders at Carson Lake (Churchill) on 4/18/05 reedino support from the committee.
The description and photo did not rule out Swairsétawk, an expected species at that
location. There was some question about whetheplib&o was of the same bird
described in the written documentation, which fartbonfused the issue. As of the end
of 2007, there were no accepted records for thesiep. (The species is exempt from
review in the Goshute Mountains of northeast Neyadieere it is regular in small
numbers in migration.)

SHORT-TAILED HAWK Buteo brachyurus (2005-04, 0-6) A bird seen at Dyer
(Esmeralda) on 5/11/05 received no support fronctdmemittee. While Short-tailed

Hawk has been expanding its range recently (intbhgon Arizona and southern Texas),
this seemed to all members to be a very unlikedtpnd: More importantly, the committee
feels strongly that any first state record (whieis tvould, of course, have been) needs to
be supported by physical evidence (photos, for gk@nor, lacking physical evidence,

by multiple independent, very thorough and cargfdcumented reports.

LEAST FLYCATCHEREmpidonax minimus (2004-16, Ph, 2-4) The documentation for
this 9/11/04 record from Sierra Vista Apartment3 anopah (Nye) certainly suggested
that Least Flycatcher was the correct identificatiBut four of the members felt that it
just was not thorough enough to warrant acceptdfropidonax identification being

what it is, even the two photos were not enougtidse the deal. There remains only one
NBRC accepted record for this species.

DUSKY-CAPPED FLYCATCHERMyiarchus tuberculifer (2005-05, 1-5) This species

is not entirely unlikely for Nevada, as it tendsstander, especially in late fall, when a
few reach the west coast nearly every year. Howekier sighting from Red Rock
Canyon National Conservation Area (Clark), 5/12106uld have represented a first state
record, and the requirements for committee endagséwt such a record are,
necessarily, quite high. The documentation didmegt those requirements.

BLUE-HEADED VIREO Vireo solitarius (2004-11, 1-5) A vireo observed at Corn Creek
(Clark), 10/22/04, was identified by the submitsrBlue-headed Vireo. The
documentation described several features that stegj¢ghat species. However, the
difficulties involved in separating Cassin’s Virsom Blue-headed Vireo are immense
(and underrated). Some important field marks fpasation, such as the sharpness of
face/throat contrast, were not addressed in therdentation. Based on California
records, the date is reasonable for Blue-headdddileyond the window for Cassin’s.
So once again, we have a situation where comnmigrabers felt that the identification
was possibly, even probably in some people’s miodsgect, but that the documentation
simply was not strong enough to confirm such dyafihere is one NBRC accepted
record, from 1996.



VEERY Catharus fuscescens (2001-12, (4-2), 0-6) This bird, seen 6/2/01 atHierra
Vista Apartments in Tonopah (Nye) generated comaltle controversy. On its first
circulation, there were two non-accept votes. Tagiew was in 2002. After that, the
record required a second circulation, which didaamtur until 2007. As mentioned
earlier, second round circulations differ from ffirsunds in that discussion among
members is permitted (and encouraged). That dissussded up convincing all
members that there were just too many questionstdabe description and circumstances
of the sighting to warrant endorsing the recorderéhis one NBRC accepted record, a
carefully described bird from 1998.

BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER Dendroica fusca (2000-11, (4-2), 1-5) This record, from
Sunset Park in Las Vegas (Clark), 5/22/2000, inedliwvo individual birds seen
together. On the first round, this sighting recdiw@o non-accept votes. That circulation
took place in 2001. The NBRC bylaws in place at time required that any record
receiving more than one non-accept vote and no tharethree non-accept votes, must
be recirculated. The recirculation occurred in 20@the second round, some members
questioned whether the documentation satisfactelitginated all other candidates, such
as Townsend’s Warbler. Some of the key differemiipfeatures, most notably the pale
“braces” on the backs of all plumages of Blackbanriarbler, were not addressed in
the description. As of the end of 2007, there was pne NBRC accepted record for this
species.

BAIRD’'S SPARROWAmMmModramus bairdii (2004-07, 0-6) A few Baird’s Sparrows
probably pass through Nevada in migration. Theykamvn to winter as close as
southeast Arizona, and there are four acceptedo@ah records (three of which are
from that most magical of all vagrant traps, thealan Islands). However, the
documentation for the sighting of two sitting ofeace on 9/11/04 in Moapa Valley
National Wildlife Refuge (Clark) fell considerabdyort of the stringent requirements for
a first state record.
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